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Course Description

There was no more world-changing event of the twentieth century than the
Russian Revolution of 1917. It laid low the world's biggest Empire and
brought to power revolutionaries--the Bolsheviks--determined to transform
their country and the world. Guided by the political philosophy of Karl Marx,
the Bolshevik leaders nationalized all businesses, real estate, landed
property, and financial assets. They repudiated traditional diplomacy and
what they called "imperialist war." They worked to abolish the free market
and money. They legalized abortion, simplified divorce, and appointed the
world's first female ambassador and cabinet minister. They also launched a
crusade against world capitalism.
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