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Course Description

This second-semester course introduces students to the history of literature
in Scotland in English and Scots, covering two periods of its self-conscious
revival: the Modernist "Scottish Renaissance" between the world wars of the
20th century, and the contemporary period, defined as beginning with the
first Devolution Referendum and the election of Margaret Thatcher as British
prime minister in 1979. It focusses on how questions of literary form relate
to the social, political, and intellectual context in which the text was written
and read; that is, on how the text's formal achievement responds to
changes in Scottish society and the wider world. 
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