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Course Description

This course questions the assumptions that when compared to men, women
who commit crime typically acquire a “double deviant status.” Women are
perceived to be violating legal codes as well as gender proscriptions.
Women offenders are not simply the shoplifter or the drug user, but the
“fallen woman,” the “wicked temptress, and the “bad mother.” This image
sharply contrasts with males, and have been the basis for the differential
treatment of women in the media, the law and in punishment. It examines
the gendered nature of crime and its control. In doing so, the focus on
women necessarily entails a comparison with men. In addition to exploring
the construction and treatment of gendered bodies, this course also
examines gendered forms of work, institutions and criminological processes,
such as criminalization, victimization and policing.
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