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Course Description

This course analyzes public speaking as writing, and its relationship to
literature in general. Students explore the cultural history of persuasive
public speech between the American Revolution and the turn of the 20th
century, and the role it played in the development of literary expression. By
training in the methods of rhetorical analysis, students learn how to
comprehend the meanings and craft of public speech. By placing speech-
making back into broader literary history, students begin to see rhetoric and
voice as central themes in the history of Anglo-American writing.
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