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Course Description

In this course, students develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading,
and writing in Mandarin in areas of most immediate relevance such as basic
and personal information, shopping, local geography, etc; interact in simple
and routine tasks requiring a direct exchange of information on familiar
matters; develop strategies for coping with unfamiliar language or
unexpected responses, such as asking for repetition or clarification, listening
or looking for key words; use Mandarin to reinforce/further their knowledge
of other disciplines; acquire linguistics skills, tools and knowledge to become
independent lifelong learners by using Mandarin for target academic
activities and personal enrichment; develop an insight into the nature of
language, culture, and society, and a greater degree of intercultural
competence; and work towards the acquisition of a “fifth language skill,”
which will enable students to reflect on different cultural values and
behaviors to help them develop intercultural sensitivity.
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