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Course Description
This course looks at developments in Iranian history from the 19th century
to the fall of Reza Shah in 1941 with particular reference to the rise of
nationalism and the challenge posed by the West. The course assesses the
various attempts at reform and the consequences of revolution in a country
which is proving to be a major regional and international actor in the 21st
century. The course looks at the way in which imperial decline has been
managed with a view to reversing and restoring Iran’s fortunes as a Great
Power. Particular attention is given to political development, the growth of
the modern state, and the emergence of nationalism and political Islam.
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