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Course Description

The course consists of two themes that are derived from connected
dimensions of the relations between the exercise of state power and various
identities and forms of organization in society in different regions in the
global south: i) democracy, ii) political identities. The course discusses both
these themes in relation to economic and social development. The first
theme discusses forms of political rule and introduces different explanations
of democracy and authoritarian rule. The theme also discusses theories of
how these forms of political rule are related to levels of development. The
second theme discusses how different political identities are connected to
the organization of political institutions. This theme pays special attention to
the question of how national identities are linked to other political identities
based on gender, class, ethnicity, and religion, how identities affect and are
affected by the organization of state institutions, and how this in turn is
linked to issues of conflict and stability.
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