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Course Description

This course introduces students to nineteenth- and twentieth-century French
history through the lens of the Woman Question. Gender profoundly shaped
the most urgent political controversies of this period, from the question of
citizenship to the increasing liberalization of the way of life. Drawing upon
recent scholarly debates concerning gender, this course demonstrates the
continuing significance of women's participation in diverse aspects of social
and economic life in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Each unit sheds
light on women's place in the socio-political sphere by focusing on the
actions of influential figures such as Olympe de Gouges or Louise Michel. By
studying historical documents and using interactive media, the course
examines the relationship between the history of France and the history of
its women.
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