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Course Description

This course explores the role of personal, societal, and historical contexts in
the use and development of languages in the Indonesian archipelago,
focussing on specific Indonesian societies (e.g. Batak, Javanese, Maluku) and
the Indonesian nation as a whole. Students examine issues of language in
society including language planning, literacy, politeness, multi-lingualism,
interpersonal interaction, traditional and modern communication systems,
differences in style according to genre (e.g. written and spoken language),
function (e.g. conversational, ritual, or political language), and social identity
(e.g. class, ethnic, gender, or sexual identification). Students learn about the
close relationship that social context, interpersonal interaction, and culture
have with language form and usage.
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