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Course Description

This is an advanced course that is part of the Laurea Magistrale program.
The course is intended for advanced level students only. Enrollment is by
consent of the instructor. There are three versions of this course; this
course, “GEOGRAPHIES OF GLOBAL CHALLENGES,” UCEAP Course Number
177A and Bologna course number 81952, is associated with the LM in
History and Oriental Studies degree programme. One of the other versions,
“GEOGRAPHY OF GLOBAL CHALLENGES,” UCEAP Course Number 177B and
Bologna course number 95931, is associated with the LM in Local and Global
Development degree programme. The final version “GEOGRAPHY OF
DEVELOPMENT,” UCEAP Course Number 176 and Bologna course number
19695, is associated with the LM in Local and Global Development degree
programme.
Climate change offers the opportunity for a multidisciplinary analysis. The
course discusses various aspects of the topic through a primarily
geographical approach. The course is structured into three parts. Part one
introduces climate change as a global phenomenon, with its natural and
anthropogenic root causes. Students discuss and reflect on the socio-spatial
inequalities inherent in the climate crisis. Part two analyzes climate
governance, the Kyoto Protocol, and the Post Kyoto adaptation and
mitigation strategies. In addition to the policy-making process, the course
critically examines theoretical frameworks of adaptation, notions of climate
justice, and intersectional approaches to addressing the climate crisis and
its colonial roots. Part three concerns climate change and mobility. The
course examines the complex interconnections between climate change and
(im)mobility. Empirical examples are drawn from the #ClimateOfChange
[https://climateofchange.info/publications-press/] interdisciplinary research
project to contextualize the climate crisis as it is manifested, resisted, and
understood from diverse locations across the globe. At the end of the course
students show understanding of some of the global challenges the
population of the planet has been facing since the second half of the
twentieth century. Among these, the critical relation with the natural
resources and with the concept of development and, above all, climate



change, with its connections to territorial development, ecological risk, food
security, and the consumption of natural resources. At the end of the
course, the students have acquired the theoretical and empirical tools to
critically analyze the global strategies of climate resilience and cooperation
and the relation between climate change and tourism.
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