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Course Description

This course examines the history and the characteristics of Chinese
economy, culture and politics. Beginning in 1978, economic reforms guiding
China from a planned economy toward a market-oriented economy have led
China to become the 2nd largest economy in a span of four decades. It will
start with the historical background of this transition process with a selective
survey of two centuries of modern Chinese economic history. It aims to shed
lights on the critical questions that pertain to the long two centuries with
episodes of expansion and stagnation. It provides a selective survey on
some crucial debates and case studies particularly on historical turning
points such as the opening of China during the mid-19th century, the
collapse of Qing in 1911, the rise of Communist rule in the 1950s and the
adoption of reform policy since the late 1970s. For the reform period, it will
turn to major ideology and policy reform paradigms that are critical for
understanding the transformation of Chinese economy. It will cover topics
such as demography, hukou system, regional inequality, macro and financial
reform.
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