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Course Description
This course covers some assumptions, arguments, and ideas from the
following major philosophers of the 17th and 18th centuries that ground the
empiricist and rationalist traditions: Descartes, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley,
Hume, and Spinoza. The course examines these assumptions, arguments,
and ideas in the context of contemporary discussions of the issues, in order
to promote understanding both of the concerns which lie at the heart of
much contemporary philosophy and of the history of those concerns.
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