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Course Description

This course offers an introduction to the earliest literature in English and the
language it is written in. Old English is the form of English used between the
fifth and eleventh century beside languages like Celtic, Old Norse and Latin.
It is one of the earliest European vernaculars to have a substantial body of
written literature. This course begins by reading some texts in translation
and introducing basic aspects of the grammar of the language. Students
read texts in the original with the help of glossaries and other aids. At the
end of the course, students read extracts from the most famous poem in Old
English, Beowulf.
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