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Course Description
This course is a survey of contemporary politics in Southeast Asia, with a
focus on political transformations in the region since the Cold War. The
course provides a historically grounded approach to understand the
formation of Southeast Asian states as well as the contemporary dynamics
of political changes in the region. It starts by reviewing the impact of
colonialism and historical trajectories in the region. It then delves deep into
specific Southeast Asian countries, overviewing key political events and
important leaders, tracing logics of political contestation, and providing a
foundation to understand the structures of governments. After the specific
country studies, focus is on a few specific issues and challenges pertaining
to the region, such as economic development, political regimes and
governance, and regionalization and ASEAN.
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