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Course Description

This course gives students a view of the political history of the Ottoman
Empire and contemporary Turkey from the beginning of the nineteenth
century through today. Covering almost two centuries, it is a panorama that
introduces students to the historical origins of the major themes of current
Turkish political life. The course offers a chance to reexamine the major
concepts (modernity, secularism, Empire, Nation-State, nationalism, national
sovereignty, political parties, political legitimacy, democracy, clientelism,
patronage, social mobility, political participation, citizenship, etc.) of political
science through the Ottoman-Turkish historical experience. This class is
targeted towards students interested in Turkey and those who are
interested in the Balkans, Middle East, or the Mediterranean world.
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