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Course Description

This course provides the necessary keys for deciphering the structure of
contemporary French society as well as the issues that divide it. A multi-part
focus on economic and demographic data, social systems, social issues and
problems, and the societal importance of culture provides an insider's
perspective on and knowledge of French society. This course in turn
contributes to the overall purpose of the IFE preparatory session to prepare
students to participate as fully as possible in French professional life and
social and political discussion. It is a companion course to THE
FOUNDATIONS OF FRENCH POLITICS, POLICIES AND INSTITUTIONS,
YESTERDAY AND TODAY. The course introduces the forces that have shaped
French society in the modern era, the structure and main tenets of that
society, and recent phenomena and emerging trends. The first part of the
course examines French society first by looking at three important
structuring elements: the economy and work, education, and family; second,
by providing an understanding of several key social issues. Readings and
outside discussion feed class-time debates. The second part of the course
takes a detailed and analytic look at the role of culture in France. This brief
history of French art and culture focuses on the relationship between the
arts and the State, from Renaissance kings who were patrons of the arts to
contemporary public cultural policy.
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