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Course Description

Historical sociologists study how social order changes through long periods
of time. More specifically the focus is on the variety of social processes that
have shaped human lives through history. In contrast to the conventional
historical interpretations that aim to describe particular historical events (i.e.
1789 French Revolution or the origins of First World War) historical
sociologists center on identifying and explaining general patterns of social
action through time (why, when, and how revolutions and wars happen).
This course introduces students to key concepts in historical sociology
including the state, war and organized violence, revolution, nationalism,
ideology, genocide, and empire among others.
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