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Course Description

This course provides a systematic view of French foreign policy and foreign
policy debate since the end of the Second World War. French diplomacy
played an extremely important role in the world right from the beginning of
international politics in the 17th century. Against that backdrop, the period
since 1945 is usually seen as a decline in French international power and
influence, in favor first of the United States and then of Europe. Topics
include France in international relations since World War Il; decolonization;
France’s Africa policy; the Cold War and NATO; French initiatives for
European integration; and the history of the European Union, between
economic cooperation and political sovereignty. The latter being central to
French international policy, the course devotes a good deal of discussion to
European affairs.
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