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Course Description

How do people and communities around the world raise their children? Is
there a "best practice" of childrearing? The primary aim of the course is to
develop an understanding of childrearing practices and systems across
cultures, and explore how this may influence and interact with child and
adolescent development. Taking an interdisciplinary bio-social approach,
this course builds on an evolutionary anthropological framework and
examines both biological and socio-cultural pathways in child and
adolescent development. The first part of the course covers core concepts in
childrearing and child development, followed by focus on specific caregivers.
The latter part of the course is designed to apply this knowledge around "hot
topics." Students are expected to develop a good understanding of the bio-
social causes and consequences of childrearing patterns, guided by
evolutionary anthropological perspectives.
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