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Course Description

This course examines the manner in which film can provide political agency
to marginalized voices through an analysis of the films of women directors
from the Middle East. Drawing from theories of postcolonial identity and
biopolitics, the course includes films and filmmakers from countries with
long and rich cinema histories such as Iran but also from the very new
national cinema of Saudi Arabia. The themes of the course are reflected in
those of the films screened, whereby the emancipatory potential of cinema
is plotted in depictions of education, resistance, and transgression. Students
consider how popular cinematic discourses, including ideas of authorship,
spectatorship, and genre are deeply affected by the political and religious
environment in which they take place.
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