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Course Description

This course introduces the sociology of work. It is designhed to provide an
overview while also focusing on selected topics in greater depth. Topics
covered include: the nature of work as a social construct; the historical
dimension of work in different societies and times; classical theories of Marx,
Weber and Durkheim; competing viewpoints of modern organization of
work; social stratification of class, gender, race, and ethnicity; unpaid
domestic labor; the technical aspects of work; the changing nature of work
in the post-industrial knowledge economy, and the meaning of work in
contemporary postmodern consumer societies. Please note that this course
is reading, writing, and speaking intensive. The instructor also assigns
frequent group work, with the expectation of fostering group members to
engage in frequent conversation and grasp abstract concepts together.
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