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Course Description

This course introduces and challenges the ways in which contemporary
gender, sexuality, and heteronormativity are interpreted through
ethnographic case studies. While many modern Western societies debate
openly the concepts of gender, sexuality, and LGBTQIA, a range of non-
Western anthropological studies from around the world demonstrate the
knowledge and concepts that reshape the notion of queerness and gender
fluidity in global societies. With a comparative outlook towards Western
societies, the course explores and discusses the change of gender roles in
the 21st century, transgenderism and vulnerabilities, post-colonial queer
cultures and discrimination, masculinity and femininity, power of beauty and
aesthetics, and other critical topics such as LGBTQ sex work, non-
conformity, and transgender inmates in prisons, as well as their connection
to gender identity formation in contemporary society.
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