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Course Description

This course illustrates the interaction of competition law with new
technologies, innovation, and intellectual property rights (IPRs) that has
triggered heated debates. In recent years, technological developments have
opened the doors to more intensified competition in digital markets leading
to personalized goods or services in lower prices and higher quality, while
sharing economy, online platforms, and disruptive innovators create new
possibilities for enormous growth. Yet international organizations,
competition authorities, courts, and antitrust scholars are becoming
increasingly concerned about the pitfalls and problems of digital
competition. Against this background, this course considers how competition
law deals with innovation. The following topics are covered: what is the
relationship between competition law and IPRs; is IP law promoting
innovation; should competition law be reconfigured to deal with innovation
in digital economy.
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