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Course Description

This course acquaints students with the contemporary Czech art scene, its
roots, and transformations from three different perspectives. First, the
course pursues how Czech art and music are connected to activism,
minority groups, and mainstream culture. Second, focus is placed on how to
interpret contemporary urban performances, literature, and music from a
sociological and semiotic perspective. Students explore the ways that
performances address and fascinate their audience. The value-hierarchies
and culture-changing signs of performance are studied. Third, the course
familiarizes students with the notions of performance art, digital media,
counterculture, and mass culture, and shows their impact on Czech
individuals and society. The course examines the transitions in Czech art
scene after 1989, together with their socio-historical context. It explores
different understandings of post-communist movements as represented in
the performances and works by Czech artists and thinkers. Czech
perspectives are confronted with Western social and literary criticism.
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