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Course Description
This course provides a study of cooperatives and social enterprises as
democratic companies centered around satisfying the needs of their
associates and of the communities in which they operate. It examines
concepts and topics such as labor unions, credit associations, consumer
associations, foundations, fair trade, nonprofit organizations, and other civil
society organizations. The course compares and contrasts the diverse types
of companies and enterprises present at a national level, distinguishes the
key dimensions for the development of a cooperative or social enterprise,
and identifies the real and potential contributions of cooperatives and social
enterprises.
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