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Course Description

This course introduces main functions of governments, and explains some
features of central and local governments in Japan. It course examines basic
theories of public finance and the fiscal activities of governments, related to
efficiency and equity criteria. It explores the issues of provision of public
goods, externality, income (re)distribution, economic effects of taxation,
some topics of intergovernmental fiscal relations, and some fiscal decision-
makings of central and local levels. While the course mainly uses the
framework of traditional public finance theory, if necessary, it introduces
public choice approach.
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