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Course Description

The institutional law of international organizations comprises those rules of
law that govern their legal status, structure, and functioning. This course
explores core issues in this field, including international legal personality
and the powers of international organizations, their decisions and decision
making, and the control of and by international organizations, including
dispute settlement. After a thorough study of the selected issues, those
issues are analyzed more in-depth with regard to one or more international
organizations, such as the UN and WTO. Whilst the first half of the course
focuses on international organizations in general, the second half of the
course focuses on the European Union. Both parts of the course address the
same issues. In studying the selected topics, the courses explores the
historical context and the societal forces that explain their existence. The
tension between the intergovernmental and supranational method of
cooperation serves as a leitmotiv throughout the entire course.
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