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Course Description

This course opens with an exploration of Irish culture and society in a new
millennium. What is it about Ireland that is unique? And what is it, instead,
that is part of a shared human experience that transcends borders, whether
political or geographic? The course examines how millennia of history have
shaped life on the island from the arrival of the first humans, through the
Irish experience within the British Empire, and on to a partitioned island
which is organized into two states: Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland. The course also assesses how Ireland has been shaped by
emigration, by Famine, and by media, among other forces. Woven through
the course is an appraisal of continuity and change in political, social,
economic, and cultural dimensions of Irish history.
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