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Course Description

The course focuses on the history of North American cinema and in
particular the identifying elements of production and industry (the genre
system, the studio system, and the star system). Special attention is placed
on cultural and formal elements as well as economic and distribution factors
that have determined the success of North American cinema worldwide in a
comparison with European cinema production. The topic for the 2025-2026
year is Hollywood Film Comedy (1920-1990). This course deals with, among
others, the following thematic blocks: vaudeville comedy and film; slapstick
comedy; screwball and romantic comedy; Hollywood comedians; New
Hollywood comedy, Woody Allen.

Required readings include: 1) Institutional part: F. La Polla, Introduzione al
cinema di Hollywood, Mondadori, Milano, 2006. Peter Decherney, Hollywood,
Mulino, Bologna 2016. 2) Monographic course: Reference bibliography for
preparing the paper will be available on the platform VIRTUALE from the
beginning of the course.
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