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Course Description

The course provides students with an introduction to the major ancient
genre of comedy and will enable them to understand Greek comedy both in
its historical context and as a timeless example of the importance of
comedy. General and thematic topics may include the origins of comedy and
its ritual context; the dramatic festivals of Athens; the staging and
performance of comedy (including evidence from archaeology and vase-
painting); the development of the genre; the travesty of myth in comedy;
the nature of humor; the role of abuse and obscenity; self-referentiality,
parody, intertextuality and allusion; plot-construction and characterization;
audience-reception and dramatic illusion; and the function of the chorus.
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