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Course Description

This course explores the long history of oratorical performance in the USA,
from presidential speeches to University debates, from Native American
orature to political activism. In so doing, students are introduced to the
necessary tools to understand and critique the rhetorical choices of a range
of speakers; to analyze the specific historical and cultural factors that give
rise both to the speeches they encounter and the rhetorical choices of their
delivery; and to a range of key historical and political events in the life of the
USA as well as the range of activists and advocates that give voice to them.
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