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Course Description

This course provides students with an understanding of the most important
challenges that war poses for international order. It draws on ideas from
international relations, sociology, political geography, and anthropology to
equip students with conceptual and analytical insights to understand the
relations between international order and war. Are wars an unavoidable
threat to international order? Or are they necessary at times to preserve
international order? What have the Cold War, the "war on terror," and the
war on poverty in common? How can we understand the relations between
war and revolution, war and security, war and human rights, war and risk?
What alternatives to war are possible today? How have wars and conflicts
been transformed by changes in the international order?
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