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Course Description

On this course students learn some of the basic and most important
questions that political thinkers have struggled with over the ages,
including: What does it mean to come together in a political community?
What is a politics of fear?  And what might be a politics of hope? What is the
relationship between politics and violence and war? Between politics and
morality? How does politics balance the claims of order with the claims of
liberty? And how can we use politics to change the world? Through close
engagement with core texts that include Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes,
Rousseau, Schmitt, Arendt, Havel and Foucault, this course helps students
come to understand the key coordinates of political experience and political
activity.
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