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Course Description

This course looks at the nexus of identities, digital data and technologies,
and methods, drawing on literature from anthropology, social data science,
science and technology studies, and related fields. The course considers
how identities have creatively flourished, but also provides a critical
interrogation of how gender, race, and other forms of difference and
inequality are reproduced in and through digital data and technologies. This
course begins with considering the history of digital data and technologies,
and the methods and tools used to understand digital identities from the
fields of anthropology and data science. This includes examining differing
approaches to ethics in these fields. The course also explores theories about
identity and different ways identities are constructed and performed through
digital technologies, such as social media, internet cultures, and fitness
trackers. It also explores the identities of those who design and build these
technologies, the politics and norms reproduced through technologies
themselves, and the effects they have with particular attention to the role of
gender and race. Finally, the political economic contexts of these
technologies and the formation of digital identities are considered.
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