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Course Description

This seminar analyzes the different types of contestation in the context of
the Sahara-Sahel region starting in 2000. The actors and their practices are
at the heart of the discussions in order to understand their various relations
toward the figure of the State. The sessions deal both theoretically and
empirically with the political, social, and economic realities of war-torn or
unstable environments, with a particular focus on Mali, Niger, and Libya.
Security issues are approached from a ground perspective but also
according to the attempted diplomatic and military responses given by
national, regional, and foreign States. The main objective of this seminar is
to illustrate as concretely as possible the entanglement of the logics and
interests of both State and non-State actors in a region that seems to
incorporate all the evolving aspects of current conflicts.
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