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Course Description

In this course, students analyze the debates concerning the nature, causes,
and effects of, and the alternative solutions to, the key natural
environmental degradation and pollution problems faced by human
societies. The course provides essential information, first, about the
scientific foundations for much environmental concern and, secondly, a
social-science perspective on that science, identifying how it is
communicated and employed in areas of environmental governance. The
course provides both a grounded discussion of physical changes underlying
some key environmental debates, and an introduction to approaches from
social science concerning the governance implications of environmental
science. Students explore the role of science in environmental
understanding and governance through a combination of lectures, classes,
and practical environmental monitoring.
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