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Course Description

This course introduces students to the study of History and Political
Economy. Students consider the difficulties related to data collection and
the use of proxies in historical contexts. They review the main
methodological approaches used by scholars in this field, and they probe
the advantages and limits of History and Political Economy as a discipline in
answering some of the most challenging questions of our time: Why do
humans cooperate? What are the origins of democracy and the rule of law?
Why are some countries more developed than others? And what lessons can
we draw from historical institutions to redesign our own?
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