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Course Description

Social Anthropology is the comparative study of human society and culture.
It focuses on investigating the everyday complexities of social life across
diverse contexts at local, national, and global scales. This course introduces
students to some of the methods, theories, and approaches used by social
anthropologists in making sense of human socio-cultural diversity across the
world. The course provides students with an introduction to a range of core
concepts and ideas underpinning anthropological studies of socio-cultural
life, and examines how ethnographic accounts enable anthropologists to
make theoretical claims about the social and cultural world. Throughout the
term, we will cover topics of central importance to Social Anthropology
including the ethnographic method; comparison, reflexivity, and
positionality; the culture concept; history, colonialism, and decolonization;
kinship and social organisation; individual and society; personhood, gender,
and embodiment, nature, culture, and environment; and anthropology in the
Anthropocene.  
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