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Course Description

This course covers Africa's current international relations and provides a
historical outlook on relations and connections between African societies or
states and the world from the first Pan-African conference in 1900 until the
end of the Cold War. Drawing on the global history approach, the course
goes beyond the traditional imperial history that tends to focus exclusively
on Euro-African exchanges and demonstrates how Africa became entwined
with world politics, interacted with diversified actors across the world (in
Asia, Middle East and Latin America), and tried to shape global affairs. The
first part of the course focuses on Great Divergence and Atlantic revolutions
to contextualize European colonial conquests. The second part considers the
history of African resistance and struggles, anti-colonial and post-colonial
solidarities across the world, Panafricanism(s), and African integration. The
third part of the course addresses divergent paths of decolonization, Africa's
role in the Third world setting, the role of technology, and the Cold War
rivalries. More generally, this course combines the transnational, cultural,
and diplomatic history of Africa. Each session consists of two parts: a short
introduction by the seminar leader and academic discussion around required
readings to analyze primary sources and documentaries.
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