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Course Description

This course critically examines China's relationships with Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and the five Central Asian countries, focusing on the
implications of its economic and security policies. It explores China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) and its impact on regional dynamics, particularly in
light of rising radical and terrorist groups. The course addresses the
heightened scrutiny of South-Central Asia (SCA) due to geopolitical
competition and the aftermath of NATO's withdrawal from Afghanistan,
which has allowed terrorist organizations to exploit the situation.
Counterterrorism emerges as a central theme, analyzing how China's
strategies intersect with its foreign policy objectives in SCA. Additionally, the
course contextualizes China's approach within Global international relations
frameworks and historical Chinese concepts during Xi Jinping's era,
examining interactions with various international stakeholders and their
implications for the evolving global order. Through this lens, the course
engages critical discussions on the complexities of China's influence in SCA
and its broader geopolitical ramifications.
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