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Course Description

This course offers a survey and critical analysis of the foundational texts in
sociology. It discusses the most influential sociologists in the 19th and 20th
centuries, in a way that emphasizes those conceptual and analytical
contributions that remain relevant today. Texts by Alexis de Tocqueville,
Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim, and Georg Simmel provide key
insights into such areas of social life as the economy, politics, religion,
culture, and urban life; and basic conceptual tools to help understand power,
stratification, social organization, solidarity, and the nature of modernity.
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