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Course Description

The Art of the Short Fiction Film begins in a basement in Paris in 1895, with
the Lumiere brothers` screening of twelve short films, an evening program
that heralded the advent of the modern industry of the moving picture. It
concludes with the contemporary dominance of YouTube, Vimeo and Netflix,
in an age in which digital filmmaking has catapulted the short film once
again to international prominence. Between these two dates, the class will
look at the subordinate role of the one- and two-reeler "short subjects"
during the Hollywood Studio Era; analyze the role of the European and North
American film schools and international film festivals in the elevation of the
short film after the mid-1950s; study classical and post-classical cinematic
technique; trace the reimagining of the Hollywood film studios in the digital
era by examining the role of the short film, both as filmed scenario and as
possible harbinger of a change or mutation in the viewing habits of its global
audience.
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