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Course Description

This course examines major trends and issues in international relations of
East Asia. Instead of providing a comprehensive survey of the history,
culture, and national policies of countries in the region, it mainly addresses
four issues in the course: What are major trends in regional IR? What is the
source of conflict in the region? What are the common interests that unite
peoples and states of East Asia? How does the region organize itself? It
explains dynamics and patterns of regional international relations in a broad
geopolitical and geoeconomic context. Topics in discussion include major
powers’ role in the region, the Korean Peninsula, the Taiwan Strait, ASEAN,
Southeastern Asia and regional institution-building.
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