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This course explores the representation of Irish history in Irish literature over
the one hundred years since the foundation of the independent state. By
examining prose and drama works covering the whole period, students
survey the changing modes of retelling recent and ancient history, and
assess their role in critiquing established historical narratives. In seminar
discussions students pay critical attention to the impact of the stage on Irish
cultural discourse; writing the Protestant tradition in the early years of the
state; reimagining Northern Ireland; the literary representations of women;
and the literature’s relationship to Modernism, Post-Colonialism, and Gothic.
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