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Course Description

This course approaches the history of the institutionalization of the age
cohort in a transnational perspective. The age cohort is a grouping form in
which bureaucratic guidelines sort students into grades according to their
age. The course covers other grouping forms such as denomination and
gender, in addition to subject-specific ways of sorting, which group students
according to their level of performance. The implications of age grouping are
discussed along with the resulting forms of measurement, sorting, and
selection which tend to move towards homogenization. The
institutionalization process is analyzed in its regional, national, and
transnational dimensions, using the United States as an example of an early
adopter of the age group. As part of this, different types of sources
-primarily statistics and text documents- are taken into account.
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