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Course Description

The course provides students with an understanding of ‘who does what’ in
the Russian echelons of power, who makes law, how laws are made, how
they are structured and how they are applied. Example seminar topics
include: division of legal systems into legal families, key characteristics of
Russian law: codification of the law and the key codes, sources of law,
including the highest law of the land, the 1993 Constitution, notable
international treaties and the role of court decisions, Russian legal culture,
including judges’ reasoning, and Russia’s government structure and key
institutions, including the role of the President, the concept of super-
presidentialism and also, silovyki or power ministries. 
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