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Course Description

This course investigates a period defined not by unity, but by rupture. We
navigate the massive divide between Old English (Anglo-Saxon) and Middle
English. When you look at Beowulf, you might ask, 'Is this actually English?’
It is a valid question.

What is 'Medieval English Literature'? The genre name suggests a unified
culture and a recognizable language, but the reality is far more
complex—and far more interesting.

The linguistic and cultural distance is so vast that it forces us to rethink the
origins of the English literary tradition.

We also tackle the puzzle of 'Englishness' itself. If our language comes from
Germanic tribes, and our greatest legendary king (Arthur) is Welsh, and our
romance heroes are French, what does it actually mean to be 'English' in the
Middle Ages?

We explore these contradictions through questions like:
- Why do Vikings appear as the heroes of 'English' poems?

- Why is the dialect of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight nearly unintelligible
compared to Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, written at the same time?

- Was the medieval era truly the 'Dark Ages,' or is that just Renaissance
propaganda?

No prior knowledge of Old or Middle English is required. Students will read
texts in the modern English translation but will also experiment with reading
the original languages.
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