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Course Description
This course analyzes the changes in contemporary France. It is firmly
interdisciplinary, combining social history, sociology, demography, political
economics, and social law. Each session looks at contemporary
socioeconomic issues (poverty, immigration, etc.) from a long historical
perspective. The upsets caused by two World Wars, the rising power of the
working class and working women, the end of a rural life, the spread of
social protections and consumerism, education for all, changes in taxation,
transformation of gender issues, changes in immigration, the greying of
society. The course identifies the invisible processes that forms new
hierarchies in the heart of society.
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