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Course Description

This course focuses on contemporary Islamic cultures and societies. It is
intended for social science students wishing to understand the debates on
the nature of Islam, exploring the unity and diversity of the Muhammadan
faith by looking at Islamic cultures in their geographical and political
contexts. The course starts with a general introduction to the anthropology
of Islam. Each session then addresses a specific geographical area, starting
with the analysis of an ethnographic text, introduced by the teacher, and
followed by a class discussion of the key ideas. Classroom debates,
fieldwork photos and videos are used to relate to each week's issues.
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