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Course Description

This course surveys the first thousand years of English literature from the
Middle age to its coming of age in the English Renaissance period (1485-
c.1640). The assigned reading will be situated in their literary and historical
context, and we will consider when and how knowledge of historical context
enhances our understanding of a text’s meaning and the extent to which we
can treat literature as a mirror of history. The course also explores the
development of the English literary tradition and its salient characteristics
and concerns. 
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